
 

Statehood Talking Points 
  

Citizens of the District of Columbia fulfill all obligations of citizenship yet are denied full and equal 

representation in Congress and are denied the ability to be the final arbiters over their own local tax 

dollars and laws. The New Columbia Admission Act (HR 292 & S 132) is the only piece of legislation in 

both Houses of Congress to give the District permanent equal representation in Congress and legislative 

and budget autonomy. The Constitution sets an upper limit on the size of the federal district, but no lower; 

thus DC statehood is indeed valid under the Constitution.  

 

Below are a few key facts to support why citizens of the District deserve to be a state: 

 

 The District of Columbia is the only political and geographical entity within the United States of 

America whose citizens bear the responsibilities of citizenship, including taxation and Selective 

Service registration, without sharing in the full rights and privileges of citizenship. 

 

 Over 192,000 citizens of the District have fought in our armed forces in service to our nation in 

every war and foreign conflict. 

 

 In fiscal year 2012, District residents and businesses paid $20.7 billion in federal taxes; this is 

more than the taxes collected from 19 states and the highest federal taxes per capita. 

 

 The District has balanced its budget every year since fiscal year 1997, yet Congress and the 

President have restricted the District from spending local tax dollars as our elected Council and 

Mayor have directed. 

 

 The District government receives less federal funds as a percentage of its budget than Mississippi, 

Louisiana, New Mexico, and North Dakota, and is on par with Alabama, Montana, Vermont, and 

West Virginia. 

 

 The District has a population of more than 632,000 people, which is a larger population than 

Wyoming and Vermont. 

 

 The Congress has final approval on all District laws, unlike any other jurisdiction in the country. 

 

 District residents are subject to all of the laws of the United States, as well as treaties made with 

foreign governments, without ever having consented through Congressional representation to 

such laws. 

 

 In the only public referendum on the issue in 1980, over 60% of District citizens voted in favor of 

statehood. 

 

 Statehood is the only way to grant and guarantee the citizens of the District 

irrevocable and inalienable rights to full citizenship.  
 



 
 

 
Note: Based on summary by Congressional Research Service 

DC Statehood Coalition (January, 2013) 

 
 

The New Columbia Admissions Act 
H.R. 292 & S. 132 

 

Summary- 
 

 The New Columbia Admission Act sets forth procedures for admission into the United States of 

the state of New Columbia 

 

 Requires the Mayor of the District of Columbia to: (1) submit to the eligible voters propositions 

for statehood and adoption of a State Constitution; and (2) issue a proclamation for the first 

elections to Congress of two Senators and one Representative of New Columbia 

 

 Requires the President, upon adoption of such propositions and certification of such elections, to 

issue a proclamation announcing the results and admitting New Columbia into the Union 

 

 Provides for conversion of District government offices to state offices 

 

 Provides that New Columbia shall consist of all territory of the District as of the enactment of this 

Act, excluding land within specified metes and bounds that shall remain the District of Columbia 

and that shall include the principal federal monuments, the White House, the Capitol Building, 

the Supreme Court Building, the federal executive, legislative, and judicial office buildings 

located adjacent to the Mall and the Capitol Building, and certain military property 

 

 Prohibits New Columbia from imposing taxes on federal property except as provided by 

Congress 

 

 Maintains the applicability to New Columbia of current District laws and continues pending 

judicial proceedings 

 

 Maintains: (1) the District of Columbia as the seat of the federal government, and (2) the federal 

government's authority over military lands and specified other property 

 

 Requires each state that is the last place an individual resided before residing in the District of 

Columbia to permit such individual to vote in federal elections by absentee ballot 

 

 Sets forth a rule for expedited consideration of a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 

Constitution to repeal the 23rd amendment (which provides for the appointment of electors for 

President and Vice President for the District) 

 

 House lead sponsor: Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton (H.R. 292) 

 

 Senate lead sponsor: Senator Tom Carper (S. 132) 



The New Columbia Admission Act 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How will statehood be achieved?  

Statehood for the people of DC will be achieved by the House and Senate passing 

and the President signing the New Columbia Admission Act. Statehood 

legislation, which requires a simple majority vote and cannot be repealed, is the 

way that every state, except for the original 13, became part of the United States. 

The people of the District of Columbia voted in support of statehood, and they 

drafted and approved a state constitution in the 1980s. The next step is 

Congressional passage of the New Columbia Admission Act.   

 

Is it Constitutional to reduce the size of the District of Columbia? 

Yes. The Constitution sets only a maximum size, “ten miles square,” for the 

federal district that is the “Seat of the Government of the United States.” Congress 

has the authority to redefine the borders of the federal district and shrink its size, 

as it did in 1846, when the portion west of the Potomac was returned to Virginia.   

Creating the state of New Columbia will require a simple reduction in the size of 

the federal district to an unpopulated area which includes the Capitol, the Mall 

and the museums and federal office buildings that border it, the White House, and 

the Supreme Court, and key national parks and monuments. 

 

Can New Columbia afford to be a state? 

Yes. DC now operates as if were a state with the exception of federal control over 

our courts and people in prison for committing felonies in the District of 

Columbia. In FY07, the District received 25% of its budget from the federal 

government; as a percentage, this is less than five states and is on a par with three 

others. Statehood will allow New Columbia to tap other potential revenue streams 

which are prohibited by the District’s Home Rule Charter. 

 

Why is statehood important to district residents? 

The people of DC deserve the same rights that the people in the 50 states enjoy. 

District residents are required to fulfill all the obligations of U.S. citizenship. Yet 

for over 200 years, we have been denied a voice in our national government and 

sovereignty over state and local affairs. Enacting the New Columbia Admission 

Act will at last give us representation in Congress and control over state and local 

government.   

 

How do members of Congress become cosponsors of the New 

Columbia Admission Act? 

 Representatives should contact Brad Truding 

(Bradley.truding@mail.house.gov) in Delegate Norton’s office 

to be added as a cosponsor of H.R. 292. 

 Senators should contact Bill Ghent 

(bill_ghent@carper.senate.gov) in Senator Carpers’ office to 

be added as a cosponsor to S. 132   

 
                                                     DC Statehood Coalition 
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