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Chairman Carper, Ranking Member Coburn, & Members of the Committee, 

The New Columbia Admission Act is a bill predicated on fulfilling the promise of the American Revolution 
to those of us who live in the shadows of the US Capitol and I urge you all to support it and pass it. My 
name is Joshua Burch and I was born and raised in the District of Columbia and I am now raising a family 
of my own here. This is where my heart is, this is where my family lives, and this is where we deserve to 
be treated equally as American citizens within the 51st state in the union.  

We in the District work hard, pay taxes, serve in the military, and fulfill all obligations of citizenship yet 
are denied the same political rights and privileges as our neighbors in the 50 states. Over 200 years ago 
when our country was founded our founders had valid reasons for creating a 10 mile square federal 
district but those reasons are no longer valid and there is no reasonable justification for disenfranchising 
over 646,000 American citizens (more than the states of Vermont & Wyoming). 

At our country’s founding there was concern about the federal district being unduly influenced by any 
one state but with 50 states in the union now and a democracy over 200 years old surely that time has 
passed. The new state would have no more influence on the federal government than Virginia, 
Maryland, Oklahoma, Kentucky, Wyoming or any of the other states who all have a vested interest in 
making the union work. If proximity to the Capitol equals influence over government then why are the 
citizens of Rosslyn granted representation in Congress while I am not as they are both closer to the 
White House and Capitol than I? The idea that proximity to government equals influence over it is a poor 
justification for denying my family and me fair and equal treatment. 

I have also heard that our status is simply “how the founders intended.” That may be the case but we 
should never, never yield the moral high ground to our founders. While they created a country based on 
the promise of a democratic society let us not forget that at our nation’s founding only white male 
property owners over the age of 21 were allowed to vote. Our past history of denying full civil and 
political rights to large segments of society is shameful and we should not concede to any argument 
predicated on the phrase “our founders intended…” Our founders intended to remain silent on slavery 
and thus allow the system to exist which was morally wrong. Our founders intended to deny women the 
right to vote which was morally wrong. While their vision for the foundation democratic government 
was good they left lots of work to be done on the practical implementation of it. Statehood for the 
people of the District of Columbia is simply a continuation of the pursuit to “form a more perfect union.”  

As much as this bill is about our nation’s founding, the Constitution, and democracy it is fundamentally 
about people. It’s about 646,000+ people who fulfill all obligations of citizenship. It’s about my family 
and our neighbors. This bill is our bill. This bill is our entry pass into American democracy and I urge you 
to support it. As a lifelong citizen of the District of Columbia this is the only bill that will make me an 
equal American citizen. As a father this is the only bill that will give my children what they rightly 
deserve: equality. 



We in the District of Columbia are tired of being the exception to the promise of America. We are the 
place people point to when espousing the virtues of democracy yet failing to mention that those of us 
who live here have no say in national legislation and do not have the final say over how our local tax 
dollars are spent.  We are no different than you yet we are treated differently. We live in single family 
homes, row houses, and apartments. We work in the private sector, the public sector, and for non-
profits trying to do good for our community and our country. We enjoy life and we overcome life’s 
challenges. We believe in the promise of America; we believe that we all are created equal; we believe 
in rule of law; and we believe in a government of, for, and by the people. 

Our government, however, repeatedly tells and shows us that it has no place for us. We pay federal 
taxes but have no say on how that money is spent. We send our children off to war yet are denied 
representation to vote on issues of war or peace. Those whom we do not elect to the House and Senate 
can override the most basic decisions of our own locally elected officials. We fulfill all of the obligations 
of American citizenship yet we are denied its most basic tenets. We know that the great American 
democratic experiment cannot be complete until the people who live in the shadows of the U.S. Capitol 
are granted full and equal representation within it. I urge you all to support this legislation, vote it out of 
committee and bring it to the Senate floor for a vote before the end of this Congress. 

The statehood bill at its core is about fairness and equality and what could be more American than that? 
I urge you all to support statehood for the people of the District of Columbia in order to help create a 
more perfect union that finally includes my family and neighbors. 

Thank you, 

Joshua Burch 

Brookland 

District of Columbia 

 

 

 


