
From the moment I settled in Washington, D.C. in 1970, it 

struck me as strange that by virtue of the routine act of 

crossing an invisible line, coming within the boundaries of the 

nation’s capital and making it my home, most of the rights I 

had enjoyed, as a citizen of the state of Indiana, were lost.  My 

history as a cub scout, boy scout, distinguished military 

graduate and commissioned combat engineer officer, 

credentials of a patriot, meant nothing the day I arrived here.  

In the shadow of the greatest icons of democracy, the 

Washington Monument; the memorials to Jefferson and 

Lincoln, that simple act of moving --- an act carried out by 

thousands and thousands over the years --- has made our lives 

difficult and different from the lives of every other citizen in America.  That simple act caused us to 

become second-class, non-voting citizens unable to participate fully in our federal government.  And, 

today, casting a cloud over the memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, we remain unlike citizens throughout 

the world community who live in the capitals of their countries. 

 

Currently, close to 600,000 taxpaying Americans who reside in the District of Columbia --- more than the 

number of those who reside in the state of Wyoming and close to the number who reside in nine other 

states --- bear all the burdens of citizenship, yet do not share in the benefits, particularly, the right to vote 

in the same manner as all other citizens.  In 1978, the House of Representatives and the Senate passed 

House Joint Resolution 554 by a two-thirds vote.  The Resolution proposed that the District of Columbia 

would be treated “as though it were a state,” for the purposes of electing Senators, Representatives, the 

President and Vice-President and members to the Electoral College.  As the principal author of that 

Resolution; as one who labored with many others for the seven years following passage of the proposal to 

secure ratification by thirty-eight states, only to fall short of our goal; as the principal staff author of the 

very first D.C. statehood bill, following the District of Columbia’s historic Statehood Constitutional 

Convention, House Resolution 51, introduced before Congress in 1987; and as a forty year resident of the 

District of Columbia, this is a subject that has claimed much of my attention and a great deal of my 

interest. 

 

Over the years, I have written about this contradiction.  America seeks to “extend the perimeters of 

democracy around the world,” as former President Reagan often stated, yet democracy comes to a 

screeching halt within view of the White House. 
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