
S. 132 Testimony 
 
This year on September 9th, we celebrated the 164th anniversary of California’s admission into the Union as 
a free state. Californians began the push for statehood a year before their admission in 1850, and after a 
protracted fight in Congress, they succeeded. 
 
Citizens of the District of Columbia deserve nothing less than to stand on equal footing with our fellow 
Californians and Americans. The time to end the last system of taxation without representation on our shores 
is long overdue, and we are asking for your support for D.C. statehood. 
 
Statehood for the District of Columbia could be relatively simple. Article I of the Constitution designates a 
capital city for the United States with an upper limit of “ten miles square” in size. No mention of a lower limit 
for that size exists. By simply shrinking the federal district to a space encompassing the Capitol, White House, 
Supreme Court, and nearby related buildings, the rest of the current District would be free to become the 
51st state (see a map representing this at http://the51st.org/contact-congress/). 
 
We were residents of the District of Columbia for nearly 10 years before moving to San José in the spring of 
2014. We spent years lobbying for equal rights and statehood for us and our neighbors. Today, there are over 
650,000 citizens in D.C. who are disenfranchised, and that number grows every day.  
 
Just like you, those citizens live in single-family homes, townhouses, and apartments. They work in the 
private sector, the public sector, and for non-profits trying to do good for the community and our country. 
They believe in the promise of the United States, that we all are created equal, the rule of law, and in a 
government of, for, and by the people. The only difference is that we can now shape that government with 
our votes, while the residents of D.C. cannot. 
 
We urge you to show your support for D.C. statehood via S. 132, the “New Columbia Admission Act.” Citizens 
of the District of Columbia deserve nothing short of statehood because: 
 

 The District of Columbia is the only political and geographical entity within the United States of 
America whose citizens bear the responsibilities of citizenship, including taxation and Selective 
Service registration, without sharing in the full rights and privileges of citizenship. 

 
 In fiscal year 2012, District residents and businesses paid $20.7 billion in federal taxes; this is more 

than the taxes collected from 19 states and the highest federal taxes per capita. 
 

 The Congress has final approval on all local District laws, unlike any other jurisdiction in the country. 
This fundamental difference in local control is fundamentally unfair. 

 
 Congress can repeal the Home Rule Act of 1973 and D.C.’s limited self-governance, but it could not 

redefine or repeal statehood. 
 

 Statehood is the only way to grant and guarantee the citizens of the District irrevocable and 
inalienable rights to full citizenship. 

 
 
With our sincere regards, 
 
Jaime Fearer and Geoffrey Hatchard 
San José, California 

http://the51st.org/contact-congress/

