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 I have lived in Washington, DC, since 1964, this first year that we were allowed to vote for President.  

Back then it seemed like things were looking up and that Congress would continue the process of fixing the 

unequal status of DC citizens that was created with the creation of the District of Columbia in 1801.  There 

have been many attempts since then to do that, and so far we are still in essentially in the same unequal status 

in relation to the rest of the nation, subject to the whims, political agendas, prejudices, and perceptions of 

Congressmen and Senators who come here and find themselves fully in charge of DC, affecting some 645,000 

people who have no effective say in the process of governing DC. 

 

 As far as I am concerned the implications of admitting the non-Federal portions of DC to the Union as 

the 51st state are the following: 

 

Once and for all, this inequity is eradicated.  We get to join the Union as the smallest state in terms of 

land mass, but already with more population than two states and on par with several. 

 

The citizens of Washington, DC, will be able to hold their elected officials accountable in new ways, 

since there will be no “will of Congress” to hide behind.  Those with the responsibility to govern 

transparently, effectively, and honestly will have the full authority to do.  The buck will stop with our 

state officers, like it does with the other 50 states.  What a relief that will be! 

 

At the national level, we will be able to fully join the important, critical, discussions and decision-

making that are the business of our national legislature.  If I have a concern about our national 

security, I will have a voting representative and two senators to talk to who are there to represent my 

views and those of my fellow citizens.  If I want to express my views on taxes, on the role of national 

government in our country, I have someone to go to, who may or may not agree with me, but I will 

have a chance to be heard.  My human rights will be protected, and the several Human Rights 

Commissions of various international bodies will no longer be able to cite the United States of human 

rights violations on my behalf.  That will also be a relief! 

 

I understand that making this change will imply dealing with many details, much reorganization of how 

things work in DC.  Clearly, there will still be a need for ongoing regional cooperation to protect 

federal, state, and local interests.  I am an American who believes in the values of democracy and feels 

deeply about the importance of having a well-functioning government at all levels of our federal 

system.  I believe that granting statehood to the commercial and residential portions of DC, and 

shrinking the District of Columbia, will enhance our capacities to meet the needs of our citizens here in 

DC, improve the functioning of the Federal government by reducing the burden of managing DC, and 

enhance the status of the United States in the world by proving that we abide by our principles of 

democracy in both word and deed. 

 


